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, a having been refolved in a 
Me. Thea General Council of War, 
Nan SER =e) held. at Spanifh.Town, to 
Nae 4} prevent, if poflible, the 


any Expedition fhould be undertaken 
by Land; the Wolf Sloop, Captain 
Dandridge, was difpatched up to Port 
Louis, to obferve if ‘the Fleet was in 
that Port: And on the 22d of Fa- 
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a An Account of the 


auary, which was the fooneft the Fleet 
could be got ready for the Sea, Sir 
Chaloner Ogle and his Divifion failed 
out of Port Royal Harbour ; and two. 
Days after Mr. Leffock and his Divifion ; 
and on the Monday following the Ad- 
miral with the reft of the Squadron 
(leaving behind him the Falmouth and 
Litchfield to bring up the ‘Tranfports; ) 
but the Land Breeze failing, and a great 
Swell rolling down, obliged them to 
anchor at the Keys (where the dugufta 
drove afhore, and beat off her Rudder, 
and great Part of her Keel’) On the 
28th the Admiral weighed Anchor, 
and plied up to Windward, and the 
grit joined Sir Chaloner Ogle and Mr. 


_ Leffock with their Divifions off . Port 


Morant, and the Day following was 
joined by the Falmouth, Litchfield, and 


-Tranfports. February the 7th the Fleet — 


made Cape Tiberoon on the Iland Aii/- 
paniola, and off there was joined by 


the Cumberland, Captain Stewart, from 


Lifoon, (who had been feparated from 
the Fleet in the Storm the 1f{t of Vo- 
vember 
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vember) and the next Day the W oolf 


Sloop came into the Fleet [4] and 
brought with her a French Sloop. The 
13th the Fleet anchored at the Ifle of 
V ache, about two Leagues to the Weft- 
ward of Port Louis, where they ftayed 
but four Days, having gained Intelli- 
gence the French Fleet was divided, 
and failed (the Marquis D’ Auzin and 
twelve Sail being gone for Old France, 


and 
- 4] When Captain Dandridge of the Wolf, came 
into the Fleet, he acquainted the Admiral, that the 
Marquis D’ Antin and twelve Ships of War were 
then in Port Louis, which was the Reafon the Ad- 


_ miral purfued his Courfe up to the Ifle of Vache, 


where when the Fleet arrived, a French Officer 
coming on board the Weymouth, told, the Marquis 
D’ Antin was gone Home: Upon the Admiral’s be- 
ing informed of this, he fent Captain Know/es up in 
the Spence Sloop to reconnoitre, who returned with 
Anfwer, that there was but one Ship of War at Port 
Louis, and that the reft were all light Merchant 
Ships ; however the Admiral chofe to be more cer- 
tain, and having an Opportunity of fending an An- 
{wer to the French Officet’s Meflage, the next Day 
fent Captain Knowles and Captain Bofeawen afhore 
to the Governor, who being politely received, and 
fatisfied with their Remarks, returned in the Even- 
ing to the Admiral, and confirmed the foregoing Ob- 
fervation, who, without lofs of ‘Time, carried the 
Fleet where they could beft and {peedieft be watered, 
Ba 
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4. An Account of the 


and Mr. Rochefieulle and fix Sail for 
Petit Guavas) upon which the Fleet 
went and anchored in Tzberoon, Donna 
Maria, and Irifh Bays, to Wood and 
Water; and on the 25th failed from 
thence, when the Weymouth, Experi- 
ment, and Spence Sloop, were difpatched 
a-head over to Carthagena, to found 
Punta Canoa Bay, for the fafer anchor- 
ing the Fleet, which arrived there the 
sth of March in the Evening; and 
three Days after the fame Ships, tage- 
ther with the Dunkirk, were ordered by 
the Admiral down off Boccachica, to 
found and fee if the Fleet might fafely 
anchor there, and how near Ships 
might come to batter the Forts of Sz. 
Philip and St. Fazo 5. and fo foon as’ 
the Admiral had received the Reports 
from the Commanders of thefe Ships, a 
Council of War was held, wherein it 
was refolved to fend three eighty Gun 
Ships, the MVorfolk, Captain Graves, 
the Shrew/bury, Captain Zown/end, and, 
the Ruffel, Captain Morris, to batter 
the Forts above-mentioned ; the Priz- 
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cels Amelia, Captain Hemmington, to 
fire againft the Fafcine Battery, and 
the Litchfield, Captain Cleveland, a- 
gainft the little Battery of Chamba ; 
(but thefe two laft the Enemy had a- 
bandoned) and accordingly, the gth in 
the Morning, they weighed Anchor 
from Punta Canoa Bay, together with 
‘Sir Chaloner Ogle, and the reft of his 
Divifion, (he being to command the 
Attack) and about two Hours after- 
wards, the Admiral and the reft of the 
Fleet got under fail: At Noon the 
Norfolk, Ruffel, and Shrewsbury began 
to canonade the Forts, and in about 
three Hours Time drove the Enemy 
‘from their Guns, and obliged them to 
abandon their Forts[B]: Immediately 
| | on 

_ {B)\ This Succefs was obtained by the Lofs only 
-of fix Men aboard the Norfolk and Rujfe/, but the 
Shrewsbury’s Cable being fhot (before her cther An- 
chor could be veered aground) fhe met with worfe 
Luck: She drove fo far as to open the whole Fire 
of the Caftle of Boccachica, four of the Enemy’s 
‘Ships of fixty and feventy Guns, that were moored 
vathwart the Harbour’s Mouth, the Battery of Sr. Fo- 
feph, and two Fafcine Batteries, that were on the 
Barradero Side; ali this Fire the lay fingly expofed 
B 3 | 40 
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6 An Account of the 


on this Sir Chaloner Ogle made the 
Signal for Landing the ‘Troops, which 
was repeated. by the Admiral, who was 
juft come to an Anchor (a little to the 
Eaftward) and about five o'clock in 
the Evening, a Body of Troops were 
landed without Oppofition; but the 
General not thinking the Body futh- 
cient, (he landing with them) em- 
barked again in the Foats, and fent 
for more [C]. About eight o'clock 
they landed again, and went and took 


Pofleffion of the Forts of S¢. Philip and 


St. Fago, and about nine the Bomb- 
ketches were carried in Shore, and be- 


gan to play on the Caftle of Bocca- 


| | chica, 
to till dark, when fhe took the Benefit of the Land- 
Wind, and ran off, being greatly fhattered in her 
Hull, Mafts, and Rigging, and a great many Men 
killed and wounded. ce 
(C] It was a Body of eight hundred Grenadiers 
that firft landed, who, during the Time that more 
Troops were fent for (which was upwards of two 
Hours before they came) were kept in the Boats, 
within twenty Yards of the Shore, and fo clofely 
crouded, {earce one Man could have ufed his Arms, 
that had they had any Enemy to have dealt with, but. 
daftardly Spaniards, they muft and would have been 
cut allto Pieces. 
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chica. The three next Days were {pent 
in landing the Remainder of the Forces, 
the Baggage, &c. [D] and by the 16th 
all: the Cannon, Mortars, and Ordnance 
Stores were landed [£]. But the prin- 
ee: | cipal 
_ [D] During the firft three Days the Troops were 
afhore, they were employed in no one ‘Thing, no 
not fo much as to clear the Ground for their En- 
campment, but kept under Arms Night and Day 
(where, by the Heat of the Sun, on a white burning 
Sand, they were {corched to Death, and by the In- 
clemency of the Dews in the Night, they got Colds, 
fo that many. of them fell: fick) whereas had they 
been inftantly employed to have encamped and open- 
ed Ground in the Woods. for. that. Purpofe, they 
would have been fhaded by the Trees, freed from 
the burning Heat of the Sand, and many of them 
preferved from the Enemy’s Shot, that miffed. our 
Battery? ovis dy 9 
(EB) In the firft Place it muft be obferved, that 
there never was Application made what particular 
Ordnance, Stores, €%¢. to land, or any Scheme form- 
ed what Sort of Cannon might be neceflary, or what 
Quantity of Stores wanting, but. the whole was land- 
ed, and a confiderable Part loft by being wafhed off 
the Beach by the Sea, and feveral Carriages broke to 
Pieces by the Enemy’s fhot, and the reft lett in Heaps 
in the uumoft Contufion ; notwithftanding there were 
near five hundred S:amen appointed for this Purpote ; 
but thofe Officers, whofe Bufinefs it was to have 
formed an Artillery Park (though God knows they 
called this fo) and difpofed of the Stores in a regular 
~. Manner and Order, were ——— 
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cipal Engineer not arriving till the 1 sth, 
no Spot was pitched upon for raifing a 
Battery [F'] againft the Enemy, fo that 


[F}Such was the Knowledge of the Sub-Engineers, 
that not one of them knew where to chufe out a 
Spot of Ground for raifing a Battery, neither had 
they prepared Fafcines, Pickets, or any Materials, 
till their Principal arrived (and after he had pitched 
ona Place, he made a Demand of thirty thou- 
{and Fafcines of twelve Foor long, twenty thou- 
{and of nine Foot long, and forty thoufand Pickets, 
whereas one thoufand five hundred Fafcines built the 
Battery) who, Vauban like, would not begin to 
work, till all his Materials were on the Spot ; and 
then, with five hundred Seamen, two or three hun- 
dred Blacks, and as many Soldiers as the General | 
could {pare for Pioneers, he was ten Days erecting a 
Battery ; and when it was done, it was parallel to nei- 
ther Face nor Curtain of the Fortification, and the 
Breach was made in the angular Point of the Baftion, 
neither was there any {afe Communication with it, 
for no Trench was ever cut, or propoted, only a 
Path thro’ the Woods, and that almoft in a ftraic - 
Line; fo that every Shot infiladed it, and killed twen- 
ty times the Number of Men going to and from the 
Battery, that were killed every where elfe during the 
Siege; nor would the Engineer be prevailed on (any 
more than the General) to cut off the Communica- 
tion from the Town to Baccachica ( by which they 
might have prevented the Enemy from receiving any 
Succours by Land, feen all their Motions in the Har- 
bour, and hindered any Incurfions from the Cattle) 
notwithftanding the Admiral frequently folicited\the 


General, and wrote to himto have it done. 
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the clearing a few Bufhes away down 
by the Water Side, for to pitch their 
Tents, was all the material Work the 
Army did for near a Week ; and the 


) 
Enemy was contented to let them be 
pretty quiet, only now and then fring 
a Shot, until’ they opened a Bomb- 
Battery of four Mortars and fome Royals 
on the r7th [G], and then the Fafcine 
Battery on the Barradera Side annoyed 
them greatly, and particularly the 
Camp, fo that they were obliged to 
remove it feveral Paces off, 
This 
[@}| This Thing, called a Bomb Battery, was alfo 
a Mark of the Gentus and Underftanding of the En- 
gineers. It was a Platform, laid behind a {mall rifing 
Rock, open on all Sides, no Communication to ir, 
either by Trench, Epaulment, or any Security what- 
foever, that the Enemy faw every Man (from the 
Caftle) that went in, or out, as they were obliged to 
pafs over high Ground, to come atthe Battery, and 
then it lay quite expofed to the Barradera Battery ; 
fo that the Shot fired from thence paffed in at one 
End, and out at the other ; and if they did no Exe- 
cution there, were fure to do fome in the Camp. And 
as to the Ufefulnefs of it, and the Service that was 
performed by the excellent Bombardeers, every idle 
Spectator was a Judge; though it was oftentimes ob- 
ferved, by Order, that not fix Shells out of forty had 
done Execution, and that, on the contrary, {carce 
one of forty of the Enemy’s ever miffed. 


10 _ Au Account of the 
[HH] This being reprefented to the 


Admiral, Orders were given for all 
Boats of the Squadron to be ready at 
Midnight (manned and armed) to go 
to furprize the Barradera Battery, and 
the Command given to Captain Bo/- 
cawen [I], in which they happily fuc-. 
| ceeded, 


[H] The Camp (it has been oblerved before) was 
pitched on a low Sand, but being fheltered (as a dire& 
Obje&) from the Barradera Battery, by the Rock 
that St. Philip {tood on, could not be feen, but lying in 
the Line of Dire&ion of the Shot fired from thence, 
at the famous Bomb-Bartery, was {ure to be flanked 
by every Shot, which miffed that,-and though it 
might be prudent to try Movings, on this Occafion, 
yet it was a bad Example to the Soldiers, efpecially 
when the Chiefs moved off firft, and the Thing was 
done without regular and publick Orders; befides 
the Time it took up at that Conjun&ture (when more 
material Works were in Hand, and the Army lef- 
fening every Day by Sicknefs, which was not to. be 
regained.) Whereas had the Encampment. been 
formed at firft, a few Yards up in the Woods, none 
of the Enemy’s Guns could have been brought to 
bear on it, nor indeed would they. have been able to 
have difcovered where it was; befides the great Ad- 
vantage of Men’s being cool, and_ particularly after | 
working ; but, as it was placed, inftcad of a cool 
Retreat to retire to Reft, after being heated by the 
warm Labour, their Tents were a hotter. eae. 

[1) The following Captains were alfo ordered ups 
on this Expedition, viz. Capt. Watfon, Coates, Law- 

| rence, 
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ceeded, fpiked up all the Guns ; burnt 
the Carriages, Platforms, and Guarc- 
can houfe ; 
vence, Coleby, and Laws, and all the Barges and fin- 
-nances of the Fleet. "They went away from their 
Ships about Midnight, and rowed pretty far to Lee- 
ward, to avoid being feen, or the Noife of the Oars 
heard, and propofed landing in a {mall {andy Bay, 
behind the Barradera Battery, into which was a 
narrow Channel, between two Reefs of Rocks, and 
a four Gun Battery on the Strand, facing the Chan- 
nel (both unknown to every Perfon there) which, 
{o foon as fome of the Boats had got into the Chan- 
nél, began to fire on them ; but the brave Tarrs land- 
ed, and rufhed in at the Embrazures, and took Pof- 
{effion of the Battery, before the Enemy could fire 
| a fecond Time. This firing alarmed the Barradera 
Battery, and the Enemy turned three Pieces of Can- 
non on the Platform, which they fired with Grape 
Shot, fo foon as the Seamen advanced; but notwith- 
ftanding that, and the Difficulties and Badnefs of the 
Road (which was through a Morafs, and where but 
one Man could walk abreaft, and full of Stumps of 
Mangroves each a Foot or more high, the Seamen 
attacked it; and, after a fmart, though fhort Refitt- 
‘ance, carried it, took nine Prifoners, {piked up fif- 
teen Guns (from eighteen to twenty four Pounders) 
| burned the Carriages, Platforms, Guard-houfes, and 
, Magazine ; and it may with Juftice bé allowed (from 
the many Difficulties thar attended this Aion, in 
regard to the advantageous Situation of the Barradera 
Battery, the Boats being furprifed with a four Gun 
Battery, juft as they were going to land, and no Per- 
| fon acquainted with the Place) as bold and furprifing 


x a 4 ; ; Le 
an Enterprile, as is to be met with ; and the Confter- 
) nation 
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houfe ; deftroyed the Magazine, and 


took feveral Prifoners Oa The next | 


Morning, as foon as it was Day, the 
» Enemy from Boccachica began to fire 
warmly at the Bomb-Battery, (as if 

they were angry at what happened the 

Night before) though without doing 
them any particular Damage ; and as 
they were fenfible of the Ufefulnef 

and advantageous Situation of this 

Battery, they fet bufily about repairing 
fome Part of it, and on the zoth had 
built up fome Embrazures, and mount- 


ed two Guns, and fired them on the. 


Bomb-Battery again, which the Admi- 
ral obferving, ordered the Rippon, a 

| - fixty 
nation it put the Enemy.in feemsto confirm thisOpini- 
on ; for although Boccachica Caftle, and the Enemy’s 
four Ships, were not more than Musket Shot off, 


yet neither they, nor St. Fofeph’s (which was ftill - 


nearer) ever fired a Shot. So that it feems as if they _ 
could not believe the Thing, though they faw allin - 


‘Flames. For thisgallant A@ion the Admiral rewarded 


every common Man with a Dollar apiece. ~ 

[A] The Succefs of this Aion may be faid to 
have given the Army both Spirits and Pleafure (pro 
sempore) as it freed them from the ereateft Annoy- 
ance of their Camp, and gave them an Opportunity 
of working quietly en their Battery, a : 
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fixty Gun Ship, to go and anchor as 
near as it was poffible, and keep firing 
on it to prevent the Enemy’s workin 
on it any farther [Z], fo that all the 
next Day the Army was in a State of 
Tranquility, and on Sunday the 22d 
their grand Battery of twenty Guns be- 
ing finifhed, about eight o'clock in 
the Morning began to play very brifk- 
ly on the Caftle, as did the Bomb- 
Battery, and thirty or forty Cohorns 
and Royals planted on the Platform, 
behind the Cannon [/M], which the 
| Enemy 
_(Z) Becaufe the Enemy made fuch quick Dit- 
patch in’ repairing fome Part of the Barradera Bat- 
tery, mounting and firing fome Pieces again, the Ar- 
my began to refledt, and fay, the Battery was not ef- 
fectually deftroyed, though hundreds of Men were 
feen conftantly at work, and Boats with Cannon, 
Stores, and Fafcines, paffing and repaffing hourly, 
both from Boccachica and the Ships: But the Truth 
was, the Army was not accuftomed to work in that 
brisk Manner: No! Working was no Part of their 
"Trade. . However, when the fixty Gun Ship went 
in againft the Battery, that the Enemy was obliged 
to bring their Guns to fire at her, the Army coole 
in their Refentments, and all was well, while the 
Enemy was quiet. 
[44] This grand Affair having taken up near a 
Fortnight in raifing, and many more Men employed 
. | tO 
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Enemy returned as brifkly from the 
Caftle, 


to work than was neceflary (for there were five hun- 
dred Seamen, between two and three hundred 
Blacks, befides as many Pioneers as could be fpared 
out of the Army) much Execution may be expected. 
therefrom: But alas! thé Engineers would by no 
Means outdo themfelves; the Battery was conftru&- 
ed in a Wood! and no more Ground was cleared, 
than a Space neceflary for fo ftupendous a Building 
(left the Enemy fhould fee the Army !) For fo great 
Caution was ufed, that before the Wood in the 
Front of the Battery was cut down, it was a Doubr, 
whether any Guns could be brought to bear on the 
Caftle; and as it was, no Guns could be brought to 
play on the Enemy’s Shipping, although it was ex- 
pecced they would inftantly fire on the Battery, and 
be capable of doing it the greateft Damage; (which 
they did) and had not an Epaulment been thrown up © 
at the Eaft End, every Shor from the Ships muft 
have raked the Battery, and: deftroyed Numbers of 
Men. ‘The Army allowed the Tars behaved gal- 
lantly ; for it muft be remarked, they had Seamen to 
fight the Guns in the Battery, as wellas help to build 
it, Whether the Engineers propofed to batter the 
angular Point of the Baftion in Breach is Matter of 
Doubr, at the firft laying out of their Batrery; (but 
infinite Reafons may be affigned for the Abfurdity, 
befides that great one, of having the Fire of two 
Flanks to deftroy, inftead of one) however it is ge- 
nerally believed, it was Hap-hazard; for the moft 
impartial Judges in the Navy and Army agree, if the 
Enemy had cut down eighty or an hundred Paces of 
the Woods further round the Caftle, the Undertaking 
| ~ would. 
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Caftle, the four Ships [4V| (Don 
Blafs’s in particular) S¢. Fofeph’s, and 
fome few Guns from the Barradera, 
fo that the Work was warm on both 
Sides. On the 23d the Boyne, Suffolk, 
Tilbury, Prince Frederick, and Hamp- 
ton Court, were ordered in againft Boc- 
cachica to cannonade [QO]; but the 


| Boyne 
would have been fo difficult, as to have fhocked the 
Science of all the Engineers, if not quite difhearten- 
ed them, from fo daring an Enterprize. 

{NN} The Pofition the Enemy had lain their Ships 
in, was beyond all Doubt the moft advantageous, 
could be formed by Man; both for oppofing any At- 
rempt thar might be made by Shipping on the En- 
trance into the Harbour; or annoy any Battery that 
could be raifed afhore; and as they found no Battery 
againft them, they failed not to play as briskly (as Spa 
wiards will do when there is no body to hurt them) 
and did tem times more Damage than the Caftle. 

_ (O] ThefeShips were ordered to cannonade pure- 
ly to oblige the General, who, becaufe the Enemy's 
Ships fired at his Battery, defired the Admiral would 
{end Ships to. cannonade the Caftle, though there was 
a Battery of twenty Guns to fire againit five or fix 
(for that was all rhe Caftle could bring to bear on the 
Battery) fo they had their Mafts and Yards fhot. to 
pieces, and Numbers of Men killed. and wounded, 
Without doing any other Damage than beating down 
the Rubbith; (which the Battery would have done 

in half the Time, as being twice as near) for they 

could not come to hurt the Enemy’s Ships, nor did 1: 


divert their Ships from firing at the Battery. 
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Boyne having anchored fo-far to Lee 
ward as to lie expofed to the whole 
Fire of the Enemy’s Ships, and 8%. Jo- 
/eph’s Battery, was much fhattered, and. 
ordered off again that Night. The. 
Prince Frederick. and. Hampton Court, 
fharing the Fire of the Enemy, that. 
had. been employed. againft, the Boyne, 
were alfo much fhattered by Morning, 
when they were likewife ordered to 
come off ; the former having loft her 
Captain, and both many Men killed 
and wounded. The Suffolk and Tilbu- 
vy, happening to anchor well to the 
Northward, lay battering till the next 
Evening (and with fome Succefs, parti- 
cularly againft the Breach) when the 
Admiral fent Orders for them to draw 
off. The Army now began to look on 
the Breach as acceflible, but the Guns 
in the Barradera Battery, being able 
to annoy them in their Attack, a Re- 
prefentation thereof was made to the 
Admiral, who immediately direéted 
the Princefs Amelia, Litchfield, and 
Shoreham, to go in, and anchor as nigh — 
| | 1t 
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it as poflible, and fent the Boats of the 
Squadron again, manned and armed, 
under the Command of Captain /az- 
fon, to deftroy it, [P] which they did 

effectually, and with {carce any Oppo- 
fition; the greateft Part of the Guns 
in Boccachica Caftle being now dil- 
mounted, the Army thought proper to 
entertain the Enemy’s Ships, by widen- 
ing five or fix Embrazures of their Bat- 
tery, and playing fome Guns on them, 
which the Ships as civilly returned, till 
Night clofed in, and firing ceafed on 
both Sides (Q >]. The 25th in the 
: Morning 

[P| So foon as the Enemy faw the Boats coming 
to Land, and thefe Ships come to an Anchor clofe to 
the Battery, they deferted it, and {piked up the Guns; 
but Captain Watfon, and Captain Coates marched in- 
to it, and ripped up the Plattorms, burned them and 
the Carriages, and effeCtually demolifhed the Batte- 
ry: The Enemy fired at them from their Shipping, 
but without much Damage. 

[2] It may be remarked as fomething extraordi- 
nary, that although the Army thought the Breach juit 
practicable, they fhould entirely ceafe firing, the 
Night before they intended the Attack; as. it is a 
~ fort of an eftablifhed Rule in all regular Sieges, to 
keep firing in the Night, to prevent the Enemy’s 
removing the Rubbifh, that is beat down in the Day, 
ih, C which 


. m 
SSS —— j | 


At 
| 


oe 


=e 


= 


SSS 


SS 


r3° An Account of the 


Morning it was difcovered, the Enemy 
had been throwing. up fome Fafcine’ 
Works on the Ramparts ; however, as: 
they had not moved away any Rubbith 
from the Breach, it. was refolved this. 
Evening to attack it by Storm [R], and 
accord~ 
_ which the Enemy would certainly have done, if they _ 
had been fufficiently ftrong; for they began. that _ 
Night a Counter Battery of Fafcines on the Ram- 
parts, in order to have difputed it longer, which if 
they had had Time to have finifhed,. and Numbers. 
to have carried on both Works together, viz. move; 
ing the Rubbifh from the Foot of the Breach, and 
complearing thefe Counter Batteries, they would have. 
rendered the Attack as difficult as from the Beginning, 
[R] ‘The Army having fent in the Night to re- 
connoitre. the Breach, and judging it {urmountable, 
refolved this Evening to attack it, and after’ having 
made their neceflary Difpofitions, fent off to acquaint: 
the Admiral with their Defign, and that fo {oon as- 
three Shells fhonld be thrown in the Evening, by’ 
way of Signal, the Battery fhould begin to fire warm-; 
ly, till the Soldiers were almoft at the Foot of the 
Breach, and then to ceafe, and they rufh in, which _ 
had the defired Effe&, for on the Batrery’s playing, 
the Enemy retired off their Ramparts, except only | 
one Centinel, and he hid himfelf behind fome Faf-. — 
cines, that the Troops mounted the Breach undifco- 
vered, and were actually huzzaing on the Ramparts, 
and hoifting the Eaglifb Flag, before the Enemy 
were apprifed of them; who made the beft of their 
way out of their Caftle Gate, excepting two, wha 
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aye ae | 
accordingly foon after Sun-fet a Body | 
of Troops marched up and mounted | 


were taken Prifoners, fo that there was not a Musket | ¥ 
fired in Oppofition, nor a Gun from any of the Ene- A 
mys Ships, which is both aftonifhing and remarka- ig 
ble, astheir Broadfides lay to the Caftle, and the Ad- ia 
miral (Don Bla/s) was aboard. But fuch was the i 
Panick they were in, that happy was he that could iy 


get firft into a Boat to fave himfelf: (and the Don a 


| did not look behind him) Each Ship was {curtled 
| ready for finking, and had a large {quare Plug in the 
| Hole: but the St. Philip’s People not readily getting 
| them our, fet fire to her; the Africa and St. Carlos 
| were funk, as it was intended the Galicia fhould alfo, 
in order to prevent any Ships getting through the 
| Channel, which (had the Scheme been effected) 
: would have rendered it difficult to pafs, if pra@icable 
| at all, without weighing fome one or other of the 
Ships. This Victory (it will readily be allowed) 
gave the Army a great Share of Spirits, as it freed 
them from Hardfhips (modern Gentlemen Soldiers 
/ are not ufedto) and gave them Pofleffion of an Ifland 
(as well as the Caftle) in which the Enemy could not 
come to difturbthem, efpecially while they had got | 
a Fleet of Ships of War to attend on them; for, to 
their great Glory be it {poken, they could not ven- 
ture to move along Shore without Men of War to 


Cry was, Why don’t you come to our Ajfftance? Nay, 
fo great a Liking had they to the Sea, that they could 
not find their way into the Caftle, after the treach 


what is worth Notice is, he was a Spaniard, and a 
Prifoner ; but the General imagined, he might be as 
. ¢ a good 


of 
the | y 


attend on them, as they marched, and the conitant i 


was made, without a Sea Pilot to condu& them; and r 
| 
| 
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the Breach undifcovered, and quietly 
took Poffeflion of the Caftle, the Ene- 


my flying out at the Gate fo foon as~ 
they faw the Troops on the Ramparts, 


and heard their Huzzas. Thofe aboard 
their Ships were in the utmoft Confter- 
nation at fuch a fudden and fuccefsful 


Event, and with all precipitate Sur- 


prize (Perel themfelves to their Boats, 
{etting Fire to one of their Ships, and 
{inking two others. At the fame time 
the Attack was to be made on the 
Caftle (in order to divide the Enemy’s 
Forces) the Admiral had given Orders 
for the Attack of the Caftle of Sz. Fo- 
Jeph by Boats, and fent them away un- 
der the Command of Captain Knowles, 
who took Poffeflion of it about ten 
o'clock at Night, the Enemy abandon- 
ing it after firing fome Guns: ~The 
Boats afterwards went and took Poflef- 


fion of the Galicia, the Spanifh Admi- | 


ral’s wt and then went to work on 


cutting 
good a Pilot by Land, as by Sea, and fo fenr to the 


Admiral to defire he a thew the Lroopsthe joc! 
into the Cattle 
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cutting the Boom [5], and moving the 
Galicia out of the Channel ; and next 
Morning 

(S] The Admiral’s Scheme for attacking Sv. 


3 


 Fofeph’s, had drawn all the Attention of the Enemy 


that Way; for fo foon as they faw the Boats going 
to Land, their Ships began to fire pretty briskly, and 
St. Fofeph’s Battery fired alfo; but as the Buthes pre- 


vented their feeing the Men, they did but little Harm. 


The Enemy fent feveral large Boats full of Men from 


their Ships into the Battery, which is pretty plain 
they did not expe& Boccachica would have been at- 
tacked at that Time, or confequently they would not 
have fent them there. (Wherefore it is evident, this 
Scheme facilitated the Army’s becoming Matters of 
Boccachica, and put an End ‘to the Difpute fooner 
than was expe€ted, or could poffibly have happened, 
had any Nation but pufillanimous Spaniards had the 
Defence of it; for had the Place been defended equal 
to its Strength and excellent Difpofition, both of rhe 
Ships and Batteries, it would have been a difficult 
Task for the Fleet and Army both to have rendered 
themfelves Mafters of it.) But fo foon as they faw 
the Caftle taken, they made the beft of their Way 
off, in what Boats they could get, and abandoned Sr. 
Fofeph’s likewile, leaving only one drunken Man 
behind ( who was to have blown it up) fo foon as the 
Boats had got Poffeffion. Captain Coates was left to 
command this Fort, and Captains Kowles and Wat- 


fon went aboard the Galicia, where they found the 


Captain of her, and about fixty Men, whom they 
took Prifoners, and carried aboard of the Admiral, the 
reft of the Crew having run away with the Boats, and 
prevented their efcaping and finking their Ship, as 
Was intended. 
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Morning the Admiral in the Prince/s 
Caroline, the Worcefter, and fome o- 
ther Ships failed into the Harbour of 
Carthagena, and the whole Fleet and 
Tranfports continued to fail and warp 
in as faft as conveniently they could. 
‘Che Enemy fecing the Admiral and fe- 
veral Ships got into the Harbour, be- 
gan to expect a Vilit at Caffillo Grande 
foon, and as Mancinilla Fort lay oppo- 
fite to it within Gun-fhot, and was 
not capable of making any great De- 
fence, they thought proper to deftroy 
it, left we fhould take Poffeffion of it, 
and fo batter the Caftle. On the 28th 
the Admiral being: informed of two 
{mall Batteries that cuarded the Paffa 
Cavallos [I], fent the Weymouth and 

) : A Grteeper 

[T] Pafla Cavallos is a Creek, that parts the grand 
Baru trom the Main, through which the Supplies 


of Provifions that come from Tolw and Sima mult 
pafs; and here the Enemy had erected two {mall Bar- 


-teries, one of four Guns, the other of eight, which 


were demolifhed by the Weymouth and Cruifer. Vhe 
latter was fent up the Creek, to | ¢ ng away five or fix 
Sina Fulks (Veflels fo cailed, as being dug out of 


one folid Tree, and big enough ordinarily to carty 


twenty Luns) that lay there, which were very uleful 


to the Fleet in waterjng. 
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Gruifer Sloop to demolifh them, and 
take all the Imbarkations and Canoes 
that were there ; and difpofed the 
Fire-fhips and {mall Frigates round the 
Harbour, to guard every Pafs and 
Creek, in order to cut off any Supplies 
going to the Town. On the 30th the 
Rear-Admiral and feveral Ships turned 
up the Harbour, and anchored a {mall 
Diftance from Ca/ffillo Grande, where 
the Enemy made a Shew of preparing 
to receive them ; [/] and in order to 
dtop the Fleet here, had funk feven 
Ships: acrofs the Channel, and moored 
, | | two 
 [¥} Between CaftilloGrande ard Manchinilla Fort 


As_a large Channel, that goes up as it were into another 


“Harbour ot large Bafon; in the Middle of the Chan- | 


nel isaShoal, chat divides it into two Channels; on 
-each Side the Shoal the Enemy had moored Ships, 
and funk them; and in the Channel next the Caftle 
~had moored two fixty Gun Ships, the Conque/todore 
and Dragon, and untiled their Houfes in the Cattle, 
as if intended to defend it; bur obferving the Boats 
founding, and well knowing how near the Ships 
could Jay their Broadfides againft ir, they certainly 
_ judged right in abandoning it, and fiinking their 

Ships, as they muft have loft many Men in defending 


~them,and thofe that had happened to have been left, 


after the Caftle and Ships had been taken, muft have 
cn Hi cl Oy. fubmicted 


———FSSSSa 


i 
{ 


Fi rats 
ie 
aS 
sat 
i syle 
| a i 
ig NG 
"ees i\| 
Nua * 
L all 
3 iat | 
? iM} 
; Ma 
ia 13 
He 
ae ih 
f Hh ia 
iy Hh 
= i 
5 a 
: A 
rs {hay 
a » 
ig iit 
: batt 
WT 
y ANH) 
il 
1 il 
ie il 
2 i Uh 
¢ wi 
Ph Wh 
i Mel: 
i iy 
; Ain 
A Ml 
4 Tag 
| CH 
rt i 
yi) ni 
+d Fe | 
bd ha 
* ie ih it ¥ 
A iy 
oa HAN 
sy Wea) 
if hit 
ie He 
es isl lst 
y Atal 
ie ij 
‘\ 
Ne i 
a ai 
ho aN 
it } 
ak ti 
i ‘\ y Nt 
HAN 4 
ia Ani 
ve \ a Vilt 
Bs I 
is Nall 
| | a 
: Nir: Atal 
a ni} 
i, a A 
matt 
4a ih 
P wt! 
i aM 
oe pattie 
a Nh 
we Hit 
= aii 
a MA 
ie a 
i bil: 
Ns ah} 
Ga Hit! 
ae \ Vay 
Ra ni 
eh Y iy it 
4 M 
on f | 
pale j bit 
a 8 i 
ei 
oI ; 
st ai 
4 - fl We 
5 al 
Ht i 
WW | 
eat ‘WMT 
oat seid 
ae iy 
9) ih 
so aut 
Sh fall 
o j 
#4) i 
\" aw 
A} An 
NS iwi 
oa ail 
Aika pa 
By. i ‘| 
Hea evil 
pie tt 
jeg na 
| eit 
1 ee ih) 
1, a iin 
7; wae nit 
oe nt ti 
ie ii 
<i Ae 
i Nt 
eg HT 
ig Mi 
o AH 
ee sb iy 
ia 
yt it 
~ A: 

% Ga Hi 
is Halil 
ba” cul 
as yi 
o\ a nth 
me iit 
2 an Pail 
‘i l 
ae RaW 
WJ ii i 
x 
Wy t nH 
\Ji pal 
Ly call 
\ ih 
AN Phi) 
he (ith 

: { ¢ Hi 
ee Wh 
; wy Beil 
ny HH 
oe éh I 
ie 
al Ht 
7, ah 
Yi} hil 
bee / Uy, 
a i 
wit ai 
4; i 
y, | 


24 — in Account of the 
two of their Men of War, the Con- 
gueftadore of fixty-lix Guns, and the 


Dragon of fixty. The 31ft early in- 


the Morning, Captain Kzow/les obferv- 
ed the Enemy’s two Men of War funk, 
and not perceiving any Men in the 
Caftle, went and acquainted Sir Cha- 
loner Ogle, that it was his Opinion the 
Enemy had abandoned Caffillo Grande, 
who immediately ordered him to weigh 
Anchor, and run in with his Ship, and 
fire on it, which he did; and the 


—Caftle making no Return, he fent his 
Boats afhore, and took Poffeflion of it, 


and hoifted the Exglifh Flag : And on 


the Admiral’s receiving Intelligence, he 


ordered a proper Number of Forces to 


garrifon it [#7]. The next Day Cap- 
tain Griff, and Captain Rentone, were 
| | fent 
fukmitted to have been Prifoners; for there was no 
Way of their efcaping, either by Land or Water ; 
and astheir Numbers were not great, it was beft col- 
ie&ing them in one Body, and at one Place, to make 
an Effort: Fes ! 
{W] Though this Caftle was capable of making a 


pretty good Defence, yet the above Reafons juftity 


the Enemy in abandoning it. There wasin the Ca- 


tle 
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fent to fee if it was poflible to get paft 
the Enemy’s Ships they had funk, and 
finding the Conque/fodore’s Stern afloat, 
the Burford warped up, and cut the 

Stern Moorings, and hove her round, 

which opened a fair Channel, and the 

Bomb-Ketches, and two twenty Gun 
| Ships went through. By this Time the 
Admiral, and ereateft Part of the Squa- 
_ dron, were come up the Harbour. Mr. 
) Leftock and his Divifion was left at 
| Boccachica, with Orders to reimbark 
| the Forces and Cannon as fait as pofli- 
ble. The fecond in the Morning the 
Bomb-Ketches began to play on the 
‘Town, and fome of the Guns of Ca/- 
tilla Grande, that were cleared, fired 
| on a French Ship that lay up at the 
Head of the Harbour [X |, upon which 
| | the 
file fifty feven Guns, which the Enemy had {fpiked 
up, and the Powder they had thrown into the Ciftern 
of Water, and {poiled, but moft of the Guns were 
got cleat again, and the Caftle was garrifoned with 
| one hundred regular Troops, and about fifty Seamen. 
| [X] This French Ship had been fupplying the E- 
nemy with Ammunition, and had not had Time to 
| get away, before the Place was invelted ; and during 
| | i | the 
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the Enemy fet Fire to her, and the 
burned the preateft Part of the Day. 
Next Day the Weymiourh getting through 
the Channel, the Town began to fire 
on-her, but without doing any material 
Damage. Great Part of the’T ran{ports 
with the Troops being now come up the 
Harbour, this Night the Weymouth, the 


being defigned by the Admiral to cover 
the landing of the Forces, warped over 
on the other Side the Harbour undifco- 
vered by the Enemy, who in the 


gave them a Salvo of what Cannon 

fronted that way ; (but firing through 
tthe Buthes did no Execution) the Crui/er 

Sloop: drawing but little Water, warped 

up a Creek, and a Party of the Enemy 

from a Breaft-work they had thrown 

up, fired f{martly on her with their 

the Siege of .Boccachica Caftle, had been ufed as,an 
Hofpital Ship, to receive the Enemy’s wounded, and 

ferved to carry rhemta Town, or fetch Ammunition, 

or Stores, from the Caftle, 2s Occafian required, and, 

to prevent her being deftroyed by the Bngij/h, the 

Enemy chofe rather co burn her, 4 


three Fire-fhips, and the Crai/er Sloop, — 


Morning, to fhew their Refentment, 


= Me 
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Mufketry, but were quickly diflodged, 
a brifk Fire, chiefly with Grape Shot, 
having been kept all Night to fcour 
the Woods. About 5 oclock -next 


Morning, being the 5th, the Forces 


were landed [7], and in their march- 
ing 

[77] All the Boats of the Fleet having been order- 
ed to hold themfelves in Readinefs for landing the 
Forces, each refpective Tranfport was to thew a Sig- 
nal Light at Midnight, where the Boats went and 
received the feveral Regiments according as dire&ted, 
and from thence went and rendezvoufed aboard the 
Weymouth till dawn of Day; and after her {couring 
the Woods briskly with Grape-Shor, €%¢. at half an 
Hour paft four o’Clock in the Morning they were 
landed at a Place called Gratia, formerly a Country 
Houfe hired by the SoutheSea Factors, and one Mac 
Pherfon, who had alfo been in that Company’s Ser- 


_ -vice,and was well acquainted with the Country, was 


their Guide. But, as throughout the whole, Things 
were done without Order or Method, fo they went 
on ftill; for notwithftanding the Army had been ap- 
prifed of the Enemy’s having made Lodgments along 
the Road, yet they landed without a Grenado Shell, 
or a Field-Piece, and were likewife told, rhe Road 
was even and able to fuftain the Weight of the hea- 
vieft Cannon. However, Providence continued to 
favour them better than their own Prudence could 
have cuided, and happily they were landed with the 
Lofs only of one Man, and two or three wounded, 
although fome Parties of the Enemy attacked them 
twice: At which Time the Ships proved of great 


Service 


An Actount of the 


ing up from the Water Side had a 
{mall Skirmith with fome of the Ene- 
mys Troeps that had made a Lodo- 
ment in the Woods, whom they foon 
put to Flight ; and about a Mile fur- 
| ther 


Service, as they could {ee every Motion the Enemy 
made, and fired among them very fuccefsfully ; for 
no fooner did they attempt to make a Stand and draw 
up, than the Shor difperfed them, and {wept off 
Numbers ; fo that if the Army had vouchfated to 
have pufhed their Succefs, it is a general received 
Opinion (even amongft themfelves now) they might 
have rendered themfelves Mafters of the Caftle of St 
Lazare that Day (even without Field Pieces) for the 
whole Force of the Town was out acainft them (as 
they were told by fome Prifoners they took and fome 
Deferters) and very impolitically divided into feveral 
Bodies; and in the Pinick they were in, and each 
Party running different Ways, it would have been no 
difficult ‘Task, to have rendered themfelves Matters 
of that fmall Redoubt, if not fucceeded in forcin. 
the City Gates; for what had they to do, but to fol- 
low the Enemy clofe ar their Heels, and {laughter 
them? Before they had got into the Town, the orher 
muft; for when they were mixed in a Body a- 
moneft their Enemy, the Town dared not venture 
to have fired, for fear of killing their own Peo. 
ple; bue inftead of making Ufe of any of thefe Ad- 
vantages, they contented themfelves in taking Pofs 
feffion of the Ground the Enemy had left them Ma- 
fters of, and there pofted their advanced Guards, and 
retited with the main Body behind La Papa to en- 
camp; and here almoft as many Days were {pent in 
forming an Encampment, as at Boccashica. } | 
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ther were attacked a fecond Time, but . 
the Enemy as foon fhewed their Backs 
again. Finding the Country open 
hereabouts, the Army did not chufe to 
make any further Advances, fo they 
| pitched on a Place for encamping, and 
| in the Evening fent a Party up to La 
| Papa to take Poffeffion of that, as the 
| Enemy had abandoned it [Z]. In the 

mean while all poflible Difpatch was 

made in landing the Baggage, Provi- 
-fion, Cannon, Ammunition, @c. [4] 

which the Enemy furprizingly futter- 


| ed, 
[Z) La Papa is a Convent, which {tands on the 
Top of the higheft Hill, near Carthagena, and was 
a moft advantageous Part for obferving the Enemy’s 
Motions, as it overlooked the Town and Country for 
many Leagues round about, 
[A] Though it might have been expe&ted from 
the Lofs and Deftruétion of Ordnance Stores at 
Boccachica, more Care would have been taken here, 
yet, inftead of that, the worthy Officer of the Train 
doubled his Negleé&, and Things were in much more 
Diforder and Confufion than they were there, not- 
| withftanding here was Choice of Ground to pitch. 
| upon fer an Artillery Park; but ic was too much ty 
Trouble and Labour to move the Stores from the ff 
| Place where they were firft put down in, at landing, | 
and required more Attendance than could be {pare 
fiom the Bottle (and itisa well known Proverb, evs 
the 


29 Ani Account of the 
\ eds notwithitanding the Landing Place 
‘was within Reach of the Guns of S¢. 
Lazare; yet they fired but feldom, 
for it appeared afterwards their Atten- 


tion was more towards their own Safe-_ 


ty, (or it is certain they might have 
done a great deal of Mifchief ; ). for 
whilft the Army were employed, and 
getting their Things afhore, the Ene- 
my were as bufy in making a Fafcine 
Battery of four Pieces of Cannon on 
the Brow of the Hill, and carrying on 
a ‘Trench (or Line) round the Foot of 


the Caftle, which they compleated in a _ 


very fhort Time [B], quicker than the 
Army could make a Lattery only for 

: three 
the Shepherd's away, the Flock will ftray.) fo that 
out of two orthree hundred Men, that were appoint- 
ed to attend this Service, it was well if thirty were 
found at Work. 

{B] When the Army landed, there were {carce 
any Works worth Notice round the Caftle of St. La- 
zare, but a Fafcine Battery of five Guns on the 
North Side of the Hill (which was built the Year 
before, when Admiral Verzon bombarded their Town) | 
and was of no Service, but in Cafe of Approaches 
being made thar Way: But asthe Enemy faw the 
Army (difpofed to Reft rather than Work) go on 
flowly, they: took Occafion to improve their Lime, 
and 


Tt 
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three Mortars, and throw up a {mall 
Breaft-work for their Advance-Guards. 
But no Gare was yet taken to cut off 
the Communication between Town 
and Country [C’]. Complaints now 

“ : began. 
and with unwearied Diligence fet to Work, and in 
three Days Time compleated a four Gun Battery, and 
entrenched themfelves in Lines roundabout the Foot 
of the Caftle, which were ftronger, and of much 
more Importance than the Caftle itfelf, and drew 
thofe Guns off the Fafcine Battery on the North 


Port, and mounted them in this new Battery, and 


faluted the Army frequently with them, whilft they 


were working on their Bomb Battery and Lodgment 
for their Advanced Guards. , 

[C] It has been remarked, that neither General nor 
Engineer could be prevailed on to cut off the Com- 
munication, notwithftanding the Admiral reprefented 
the Neceffity thereof, as the moft fure Means to di- 
ftrefs the Enemy, and had fent the Dunkirk to anchor 
off the Boguilla, to prevent any Embarkation bring- 
ing Supplies by Water, as he had done the Falmouth 
at the grand Baru, on the Outfide of Paffa Cavallos 
(before the taking of Boccachica) which effeCtually 
prevented any Refrefhments coming to the Enemy 
from Tolw, and the River Sina, their principal Mar- 
kets, yet nothing was of Weight enough for its be- 
ing done here, although fo very eafy, and the Army 
were complaining heavily, for want of Refrefhments, 
and yet fuffered Supplies daily to go into the Town. 
The Boguillais the Mouth of the Lake (behind Car- 
thayena) that opens into the Sea, where the Eneiny 
kept a Guard of\about an hundred Men, and was 

the 
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began to be made, that the Number 


of Sick was greatly increafed in the 
Camp; upon which the Admiral im- 
mediately fupplied them with a De- 
tachment of Lord Fames Cavendifp and 
Colonel Bland’s Regiments, that had 
remained aboard the Ships as Part of 
their Compliments, and a Body of fuch 


Americans 


the only Way poffibly they had left for Supplies to 


come to them; and though frefh Provifions were 
f{carce in the Camp, and would have been exceeding- 
ly beneficial to the Sick, yet fo little Pains did the 


Army care to take to get it, that when the General | 


was acquainted, that a Drove of three or four hun- 
dred Head of Oxen were going along the Strand, he 
did not difpatch a Party to intercept them, or endea- 
vour to cut them off, not in three Hours after he had 
been informed of the Thing, and then the Cattle 
were going intothe Town. But fo far were the 
Army from being difpofed to cut off the Communi- 
cation on that Side, that they were continually form- 
ing Ideas of the Enemy’s coming thar Way to attack 
them, and that they were actually raifing Batteries on 
fome of the Iflands in the Lake, to drive them out 
of the Camp, and could not be convinced to the con- 
trary, till the Admiral ordered a large Canoe to be 
carried over Land, and launched into the Lake, 
which was manned and armed, and an Officer of the 
Weymouth and a Land Officer fent in her round the 
Lake, to reconnoitre; upon whofe Return, thofe 


dreadful Apprehenfions were diffipated. 
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“imericans as were fit for Duty [D]. 


Upon this Reinforcement, and the 
Apprehenfions of the rainy Seafons, 
which were daily expected, on the 
eighth in the Afternoon a Land Coun- 


cil 
[D] From the firtt Sight of the American Troops 


they were defpifed, and as many of them were Irifo;. 


(fufpetted Papifts) were never employed till nowa 
but as Sicknefs encreafed among{t the others (and 
hourly Attacks expeéted from the Enemy) it was 
thought expedient to have them afhore; and though 
It is moft certain, there was {carce one but knew 
what Opinion had been conceived of them, nay in- 
deed told them, that had not the Fellows been better 
than they were taken for, it was enough to have ex- 
afperated them to have deferted. he other Sol- 
diers of Lord Fames Cavendifp and Col. Blana’s Re- 
giments, were as good Troops as any on the Expedi- 
tion; and after this Reinforcement, it was expeéted 
the Communication would have been immediately 
Cut off (as it had been fuggefted Numbers could noe 
be {pared before) but fo far from thar, that the Army 
{till complained, that they had not Men enough to 
relieve their Guards; and indeed, according to the 
Number they mounted, Mariborough’s Army would 
{carce have been fufficsent ; for the Advance Guard 
confifted of five hundred Men, the Picket eight hun- 
dred, befides feveral other Out-Guards of one hun- 
dred, and fome fifty; whereas the Enemy had but 
one Guard (thar faced this Way) without their 
Work, and that of feven Men only.. Thus were 
the poor Wretches harrafled. 


D 
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cil of War was held [£], wherein it 
was refolved to. attack the Caftle and 
Trenches of St. Lazare, (without firlt 
raifing a Battery to make a Breach) and 
to. this Refolution the Engineer joined 
in Opinion {F]. Accordingly on the 
ninth in the Morning between three 
and four o'clock the Attack was made, 
and maintained very refolutely on both 
Sides till between fix and feven, when 
the Enemy obliged the Forces to re- 
treat, after a confiderable Lofs of Ofh- 
cers and Men [G]. After the Mifcar-. 
; ae 
[E] When the Council of War met, feveral of — 


the general Officers and Colonels diffented from this 
Refolution, as judging it too rafh an Undertaking, 


; 


without a proper Breach being made firft, or at leaft 


before the Place had been well reconnoitred; but in | 


order to folve this laft Difficulty, there were feveral 


‘Deferters that offered to go as Guides, and three of 
a a 


the moft intelligent were pitched upon, te 
[F] The principal Engineer being killed at Bos- 
cachica, his Succeflor (being none of the moft. 
knowing in the Science) did not chufe any Works. 
fhould be taken in Hand, as they would expofe his 
Ignorance; fo chearfully gave into that Opinion. 
"(G@] After the Majority of the Council of War 
had determined on the Attack, a proper Time was 
now the Queftion, as to which the Deferters inform-. 
ed them, about two o’Clock in the Morning would 
a be 
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triage of this Scheme (which was “the 
Occafion of the Town’s not being ta- 


ken) 
be the beft Time ; for the Guards from the Town 
that nightly patroled round the Foot of the Hill 
would by that Time be returned and gone to their re- 
{pective Homes; becanfe as Daty went hard (their 
Numbers being but fimal]) it was cuftomary for chem, 
as {oon as they had performed their Rour, to go to 
Bed; and further obferved, that when a Spaniara 
has laid himfelf down to fleep, it is no eafy ‘Task to 
raife him to fight; but thefe Arguments were of no 
Force to the General; juft before Day was his Time; 
accordingly, about four o’Clock in the Morning the 


' Attack began, and a Party of Grenadiers, along with 


Colonel Grant, entered the Trenches at the Foot of 
the Caftle, but not being fuftained, were cut off, and 
Colonel Grant thot through the Body, After this, 
inftead of rufhing in, Sword in Hand, and mingling 
with the Enemy in the Trenches, a full Stop was 
made, and the Men flood firing in Platoons ; thofe 
that had Room, and could wheel off for others, did, 


but the greateft Parc {tood and fired all their Ammu- 


nition away, while the Enemy (as it was now Day- 
light, and they could take Aim) were mowing them 
down, like Grafs, with their Cannon, Musketry, and 
Grenadoes; netwithftanding which, the Troops 
faced them like Lions, and wanted but to have been 
led on, or told what they were to have done, and 
they certainly would have taken the Place. But, in- 
{tead of that, from. the moft excellent Difpofition 
that was made, no Officer attempted to lead them on, 
and the Grenado Shells, that fhould have been in 
the Front, and diftributed among the Soldiers, were 
in Boxes in the Rear; nor was there one Length of 

2 lighted 
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ken the Army fickened furprizingly 
faft, and thofe that were killed being 
efteemed the Flower of the Flock, the 


General 
lighted Match among them. ‘The Woelpacks and 
Scaling Ladders were alfo in the Rear. But when 
Colonel Grant entered the Trenches, fuch Call was 
made for them, that fome few were carried up the 
Hill; however, as he, poor Gentleman, fell, no body 
eife tried to make Ufe of them; and fo aniongft o- 
ther Things they were left for the Enemy. As this 
Scheme was but badly formed from the Beginning, 
(and indeed may be properly called the General’s own 
Scheme) fo it as unfortunately ended; for the Admi- 
ral not being acquainted’ with this Refolution of the 
Council of War, (either by Letter or Meflage ) had 
not an Opportunity of a&ing in Conjun&ion with 
them, and affifting them with a Body of Seamen, as 
it is evident he would have done; for as foon as he 
was acquainted the Fort was attacked, and got up and 
{aw the Troops at a Stand, the Inftant a Signal could 
be feen, (at Dawn of Day) he made one for all the 
Boats in the Fleet manned and armed, aud fent them 
with Orders to follow the General’s Direétions; but 


it was too late; before they got afhore, the Troops 


were returned from the Atrack. 2 
Various are the Accounts of the Loffes fuftained 
in this AG@ion; but it is generally believed, there 
were, upwards of one hundred Men killed, and near 
two hundred wounded, thirty of whom were taker 
Prifoners, Numbers of Arms; Colours, Drums, Wool- 
packs, Grenadoes, Pick-axes, Shovels, Scaling Lad- 
ders, €3¢. were left behind im the Retreat, which the 
Enemy arrogantly diverted themfelves bya for 
ome 
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General declared he was no longer in 4 

a Condition to defend himfelf, much q 

lefs to carry on a Siege again{t the j 
Place, and hoped, if the Admiral (who : i 

had ordered the Weymouth to erect a S| 

| Bomb-Battery, which was finifhed and f 
| ‘played. in two Days) expected any | a 
: Thing to be done, he would order | ¢ 


fome Ships in to cannonade the Town, i 
[4] otherwife defired thefe Things 
might 
fome Lime, on the Top of the Hill, taking Care to 
Jet the Army fee them. 
As when Faults are committed, the firft Thing 
‘fought after is an Excufe; fo, not fucceeding in this 
Attack, the Army now fell to blaming the Guides, 
~faying, they had led them the wrong Way; the 
, Guides again fay, the Army would not follow them 
the Way they would have led them; but had Rea- 
| fon alone been their Guide, fure they fhould have 
attacked the Caftle on the weakeft Side ; (for they 
| “all knew one Side was defencelefs) whereas they at- 
| tacked it on the ftrongeft Side, where the Hill was 

moft difficult of Accefs ; and when they found them- 
felves repulfed, and at a Lofs what to do, the {pee- 
dier they had made their Retreat, the {maller had 
- been their Lofs. | 

| H] The Admiral had fent feveral Officers in to 
found, and try if Ships might come near enough to oe 
batter, who all gave it, as their Opinions, that there a 
could not more than three Ships poflibly anchor. at | 
the upper End of the Harbour; and if they were 
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might be confidered. in a general Coun- 
cil of War, of Sea and Land. Officers, 
and accordingly on the rs5th a Coun- 
cil of War was held, who came to a 
Refolution (upon the General’s Repre- 
{entation of the bad State of the Army) 

[ I] to 
laid but in a Foot Water more than they drew, they 
would not be in a Point Blank Shot, and confequent- 
ly could dono material Execution; however, to con- 
vince the General, that Ships could be of no manner 


of Service to him, the Admiral caufed the Galicia 
Cone of the Spanifh Ships) to be fitted proper for 


battering, by forming, between each Porr, Merlons 


(or Cafes) of fix Foot thick, and filled with rammed 
Earth or Sand, and fent her in to cannonade the 
‘Town; but it was foon found, fhe could not come 
near enough to do any Service; for the Enemy had 
demolifhed her fo, in two or three Hours, that fhe 
would have funk in half an Hour more, if the had 


not been drawn off; and it may be eftablifhed as a 


general Rule, for Ships to go by, that unlefs they can 
come within half a Musket or Piftol Shot of a For- 
tification, it will have the Advantage of them, for 
the further you lye off, the more Guns they can 
bring to bear againft you; whereas, when you go fo 
near, there can no more Guns annoy you, than are 


mounted within the Length of your Ship; and the 


ty acl iad atte 3 : 
Difference ot Briskne(fs in firing, betwixt a Ship and 


@ Fort, is fo great, befides the Odds in Number of 
Guns, that it is impoflible to withftand a Ship long. 
Alter this Experiment the Galicia was burned, 
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[I] to have the Cannon and Forces re- 
imbarked with all convenient Speed, 
and the 17th in the Night the Troops 
were accordingly [K | taken off the 
Shore. 

Nothing remained now but to get 
| the Fleet and Tranfports ready for Sea, 


and 
[1 After the famous Battle of Ste Laga.e, the 


. Troops fickened very taft, 1ntomuch, that by Ac- 
count delivered in (and the General's Report) be- 
tween Thurfday Morning and Friday Night, they 
had dwindled away from 6645 to 3200, and 1200 

ee of thele were Americans, and not efteemed fit for 
Service. : | 

(K] When the Council of War agreed to the 

Forces being embarked, the General urged, that they 

might come off in the Night, left the Enemy fhiould 

make aSortic, fo that the Boats were ordered afhore 

about nine o Clock, and from the Apprehenfions they 

- were in of the Enemy’s being at their Heels, many 
of them left their Baggage, and Numbers of them 
their Tents aad Arms, which the Enemy came the 
next Morning and picked up. The Tents they 
pitched upon St. Lazare Hull, and other Places, where 
they might beft be feen, and by a Flag of Truce that a 
had occafion to pafs the next Day, about Exchange 2 
of Prifoness, they failed not to exprefs their Afto- 

| nifhment at the precipitate Retreat of the Army. | 
| Thus ended this famous Expedition, that was the fe: 
| greateft and moft expenfive that ever entered the 
bee, “American Seas, and which Europe gazed on with 
| Admiration and Attention, 
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and to demolith the Caftles and Forti- - 
fications already taken, which laft was 
effectually done by blowing them up, 
and by the r2th of May the whole 
Fleet and Forces had taken leave of 
Carthagena, 


vo 
ee 3 
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eer be oN DIX; 
N order more fully and clearly to form a Judge- 
| ment of the foregoing Expedition, it may not be 
improper to fubjoin this Narrative of the Ene- 
my’s Situation, Strength, and Difpofition at Cartha- 
gena, as the Fleet and Forces found them on their 
Arrival there: And in order to carry it on agreeable 
to the Advances that were made, begin with a Di/> 
poftion of Punta Canca Bay, where the Fleet farft 
anchored. This Bay is about five Miles to the 
North Weft of the City of Carthagena, but not an 
extraordinary good anchoring Place, as the Water is 
fhoal a great Way off the Shore, and the Coatt pret- 
ty ftrait, that Ships are not: much fheltered with the 
Point of Land from the Violence of the Breezes that 
generally blow. In she Bottom of this Bay is an En- 
trance into the great Lake of Fefea, called the Bo- 
quilla, where the Enemy had a {mall Fafcine Battery 
of four Pieces of Cannon, and kept a Guard ; but up- 
on the Fleet’s Arrival, (and during the Time they 
continued to lie there) a confiderable Number of the 
Enemy’s Forces, both Horfe and Foor, kept con- 
ftantly there, expeGting a Defcent. The next Place 
of Note was the Cruizes, where the Enemy kept a 
Guard ordinarily of a hundred Men: This Place is 


about half Way from the Boquilla to the Town, and 


guards a narrow Creek or Pats from the Town to the 
Lake, called Paffa de Juan D Ingola,threugh which 
Supplies come in Canoes from the other Side of the 
Lake to the Town: As for the City itfelf, Nature 
has fortified that againft any Attempt by Sea, the 
Water fhoaling near a League off, and the Shore be- 
ing plentifully bounded with Rocks; befides, the Sea 


is 


wo 


i] 
| 


2 gst ae eae ee a 
Btne etek Mieco el o OME ECS on cg, ban 


42 AUP PEN DEX: 


is very feldom fmooth, fo that it is difficule at all 
Times landing. However, as the Enemy knew the 
Bravery of thofe they had to deal with, they began 
to wall this Side of the Town, and make a Ravelin 
in the Middle, there being already a ftrong Baftion 
at each End. Bocca Grande being the next Place 
the Enemy fufpected an Attempt might be defigned, 
had pofted two of their Men of War, the Congue/fe- 
dore of fixty fix Guns, and the Dragon of fixty to 
guard it, and began two Fafcine Batteries, one on 
each Point of the Entrance. This Paflage called 
Bocca Grande, was formerly the principal Entrance 
into the Harbour, but by Storms and the Force of the 
Sea, a Bank was thrown up, which quite clofed the 
Entrance, and then it was called Bocca Serrada; but 
as ftrange Revolutions are frequent in thefe Coun- 
tries, within thefe few Years this Paflage has broke 
out again, and there is now nine or ten Foot Water 
init. About three Miles below this on the Ifland of 


Gerra Bomba, was a {mall Fort of four Guns, called 


Battery de Chamba; and half a Mile further, a Faf- 
cine Battery of twelve Guns, (both of thefe the Ene- 
my had abandoned.) ‘The next Places of Defence 
were the Forts of St.. Philip and St. Fago, one of 
feyen Guns, the other of fifteen, which ferved as 
Redoubis to the Caftle of Boccachica. One of thefe 
Forts was built on the Rock Ponti landed on, and pro- 
bably to prevent any one’s landing there again, (efpe- 
cially fo eafily as he did) The Caftle of Boccachica 
was the Enemy’s chief Dependance, as it guarded 
the Entrance into the Harbour. Ic is a regular 
Square, with four Baftions well built, and was capa- 
ble of making a ftout Defence if well varrifoned, and 
would have been much ftronger had the Glacis and 


-Counterfcarp been finifhed. “There was mounted in 
P | 


it eighty two Guns, and three Mortars, and the E- 
nemy 


Poe ; x. ° git og = — . “ 
t a ee aS Pen 2 ia © ee Ms eT a 
ES Sateen tay eS a Se inh aoe 


APPEND UX: as 


nemy had cleared three or four hundred Yards of the 
| Woods round it, to prevent Approaches being made 
undifcovered, (as Ponti did in 1697.) On the o- : 


ther Side the Harbour’s Mouth was a Fafcine Battery ( 

of fifteen Guns, called the Barradera; and in a {mall , ao 

Bay a-back of chat, another Battery of four Guns; | a 

and facing the Entrance of the Harbour, on a {mall i 

flat Ifland, ftood St. Fofeph’s Fort of twenty one . 
Guns: From this Fort to Boccachica Caftle a Boom a 

| and Cables were fixed acrofs, faftned with three 1g 
large Anchors at each End; and juft within the - 
: Boom was moored in a Line four Men of War, the | i 
| Galicia of fixty fix Guns (aboard which was the Ad- sf 
miral Don Bla/s D’Lefo,) the Africa and St. Carlos, i a 
| each of fixty fix Guns, and the St. Philip of feventy | fr 
| Guns, which fpread the width of the Harbour’s \ 
| Mouth, that there was not room for a Ship either to ot 
pafs a head or a ftern of them, fo that it was impof- ow 
fible for fhipping to force an Entrance into the Har- | q 
bour ; and had the Enemy here made a Defence equal | : 
| to the admirable Difpofition they had formed, it muift i 
have been a difficult Task for the Fleet to have got «a 

in, even after Boccachica Caftle was taken. About oi 

oy 


four or five Miles from hence is a Creek, or Paflage, 
that parts the Grand Baru from the Main called Pa//a 
Cavallos, through which there is Water enough for a. 
{mall Veflels: “This Pafs the Enemy had detended 
with two Fafcine Batteries, one of eight Guns, the | 
other of four, as well to proteé& their own Imbarka- | 
tions that come this Way with Provifions from To/s, a. 's 


and the River Sia, asto prevent any Attempts being ). 
! made this Way. The next place of Defence was | 
| ta Grande, which is about eight Miles up the | a 
arbour. “his Caftle is a regular Square with four 8 
Baftions, {trong and well built, and defended to the | nf 


Land by a wet Ditch and Glacis proper, and one Face | 
towards 
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towards the Sea has a Raveline, and a double Line 
of Guns. This Caftle can mount fixty one Guns, 
though there was but fifty feven in it. Oppofite to 
this was a Horfe-fhoe Battery of twelve Guns, called 
Mancinilla; and in the Middle between thefe two 
Forts is a large Shoal with not above two or three 


Foot Water on it, which divides the Channel into 


two: In each of thefe Paflages were Ships funk a- 
crofs, to prevenr, if poffible, the Fleet’s getting by; 
for that Part of the Harbour above thefe Caftles is a 
perfec Bafon, and feems rather like one Harbour 
within another, fo that if fome of the Ships could 
not have got paft to have covered the Troops land- 
ing (where they did) they muft have marched feve- 
ral Miles, and been ereatly expofed ; befides, it would 
have been exceffively difficult tranfporting the Can-’ 
non, neither could the Bomb-Ketches have got neat 
enough this Way to have diverted the Town; fo 
that the Intent of this Difpofition was exceeding 
good, haa it been effetually executed, (but fear 
made the Enemy work in too much Hurry.) Near 
three Miles further up the Harbour, on two flat fan- 
dy Iflands, or Keys, ftands the famous City of Car- 
thagena and Himani, called its Suburbs, which are 

both irregular Figures, but well fortified to the Land 

with {trong Baftions at proper Diftances, and Lakes 

and Moraffes running round them, and the Waterat 

the Head of the Harbour fhoal fo far off, that Ships 

cannot Come near enough to do any material Execu- 

tion with their Guns, which adds much to it’s 

Strength. 

About a Quarter of a Mile from the Gate of Hima- 
at, on a pretty high Eminence, ftands the Caftle (or 
Redoubr) of St. Lazare, which in itfelf is but tri- 
fling, but it’s Sicuation very advantageous, and by 
dome new Works lately thrown up much gil 

| ened, 


ened. This Redoubt overlooks all the Town, but 


| has a Brow of a Hill (about four hundred Yards from 
it) that overlooks it as much, and entirely commands 


| it, where would have been a proper Place to have q 
| raifed a Battery, which the Enemy full well knew, 4 
for they conftantly kept a Guard there, to obferve a / 
the Army’s Motions. As it was this famous Caftle og 
put an End to the Siege of Carthagena, a particular |g 
Defctiption of it may not be unwelcome. _ 
The Hill it flands on is about fifty or fixty Foot | E 
high, naturally fteep, but made more fo by the Earth _ 
out of the Trenches and Lines being thrown over the } fh 
| Brow. The Caftle is a Square of about fifty. Foot, oy 
with three Demi-Baftions, two Guns in each Face, a 
one in each Flank, and three in each Curtain, When | 4 
the Army firft landed, there was no material Works | f. 
| about the Caftle, but a Fafcine Battery of five Guns ae 
at the North End of the Hill, facing the Brow of | y 
the commanding Hill abovementioned; but whilft A 
they were encamping, €sc. the Enemy cut Lines | eo 
round the Foot of the Caftle, and ereéted another |g 
Fafcine Battery on the South Brow of the Hill, and F 
brought four Guns out of the North Battery, and wR 
mounted in this, as it commanded the Afcent of the / la 
| Hill beft; thefe Lines ran in Traverfes, and commu- 
nicated from Battery to Battery, and were a better «ie 
: Defence, and much ftronger than all the other Works 
together. After the Attack, the Enemy being able wa 
| to judge where their Foible lay, mounted two Guns &F 
| in the Lines, againft the angular Point of one of the | i 
Baftions( which was not defended ) where the Troops of 
| a{cended the Hill, and to the South Part of the Hill \) i 
lengthened their Lines, and made a Stair-cafe up the 2 
| Hill, tothe Fafcine Battery, and a Breaft- work acrofs | 
| the Road, from the Foot of the Hill down to the a 
,- Water Side, which effectually blocked themfelves | fd 


up, 


| 
a 
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up, and was a Security againft the Army making a 
fecond Attack, and coming at them the right Way, 
as they might have done at firft, had they taken the 
Guide’s Advice. The Side next the Town is quite 
defencelefs, andthe Way into the Caftle up a Ladder, 
on that Side, which draws up, like a Bridge. 

From the feveral Examinations of Deferters it ap- 
pears, the Number of the Enemy did not exceed 
four thoufand, (regularForces, Seamen, Militia, Blacks, 
and Indians included ) and daily Experience convinced 
us of the Goodnefs of their Engineers, Bombardiers, 
and Gunners, as Defertion and Cowardice convinced 
us of the Badnefs of others, 4 

Having given an Account of the Enemy’s Situa- 
tion and Strength, it may likewife be neceflary to res 
late fome Account of the State of the Army, and 
what pretty Inftruments and Materials they were fur 
nifhed witha]. That the whole Body of the Troops, 
that came from England (unlefs two Regiments) were 

raw, new raifed, undifciplined Men, isa Fa@ known © 
to every one; and the greateft Part of the Officers 
commanding them, either young Gentlemen whofe 
Quality or Intereft intitled them to Preferment, or a- 
bandoned Wretches of the Town, whofe Proftitutiz 
on had made them ufeful on fome dirty Occafion, 
and by way of Reward were provided for in’ the 
Army ; but both thefe Sorts of Gentlemen had never 
feen any Services, confequently, knew not properly 
how to a&, or command: fo that the worthy old 
experienced Officers, who had ferved long and well, 
underwent a continual Hardfhip, in teaching and dif 
ciplining a young raw Army, ata Time when they 
Were on Service, and every one ought to have been 
»>Matters of their Trade, inftead of having it to learns 
and thus, by more frequently expofing themfelves, 
imoft of them were knocked on the Head. As for the 


American 


fey Gabe NaDrIcX a * ate 
American Troops, they were in general many Degrees» 
-worfe, but the Officers in particular, who were com- 
pofed of Blackfmiths, Taylors, Shoemakers, and all 
the Banditti that Country affords, infomuch, thatthe , 
other Parts of the Army held them in Scorn. And ff 
for Engineers, Bombardiers, and Gunners, worfe ne- 
ver bore the Name, or could be picked out of all 
Europe.  &g 


“Amongft the ten Engineers, there was but one 


SS Ss 


who ever faw a Siege (and that was the fimple Siege | @ 
of Gibraltar) and he was killed at Boccachica, in the | A 
midit of his ewn defencelefs Works; fo that the reft. | a 
may juftly have been faid to be left without a Head. = 


As for the Bombardiers and Gunners, the Colonel | 
commanding the Train was in his grand Climaterick, | 
and confequently very unfit to be fent upon this Ex- | 
pedition ; but he, poor Gentleman, was foon dif-. 
patched “hanks to the Ignorance of the Engineers), 
and his Succeffor took Care to render himfelf as un- 


fit for Duty, by Excefs of Drinking, as Old Age 


rendered the other; and as to Inferiors of both Sorts, 
Bombardiers and Cannoneers, many of them were _ @ 
Country Fellows, who told the General they were &§ 
provided for in the Train, by voting for Mr. a 


and Mr. fuch a ones @¢. Out of thefe few thae 
were good, by conftant Attendance, and Duty’s fall- Vp 
ing hard, few were left, and indeed they had not 
many Opportunities of fhewing their Abilities, the a 
! Materials they were provided withal being moftly & 
bad; for two thirds of the Bomb Shells, either broke oe 
| fhort in the Air, or theit Fufees went out, and they | in 
| never broke at all, nor were there one in three of the i 
| Grenadoes would burft; the Shells were fo thick, | 
| and the Cavity fo fmall, they would not hold Powder & 
: f{ufficient to crack them; nay, fo little Care was taken oy 
in providing and packing up proper Materials for a fi 
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Train of Artillery, that out of eight Pieces of Bat- 
tering Cannon Principals, one was found defeGtive 
and unferviceable, and the Expedition had like to 
have fet forward, without a Plank or Joift for Plat- 
forms for the Guns, of any Bill Hooks to cut Faf- 
cines and clear the Ground, had not Lord Cathcart 
been informed thefe Things were Wanting, and 
Wrote timely to have them {upplied before the Fleet 
failed, which lay then at St. Helens. 

Upon the whole, the Service that has been per- 
formed beft detionftrates the Goodnefs of this Army: 
Flow much it has fuffered, as well as the Reputation — 
of the Nation, by the Death of Lord Cathcart, het 
End of the Expedition muft refolve. | 

Thus much may be faid in Behalf of the common 
Soldiers, though they were raw and undifciplined, 
they wanted not for Cour ge and Refolution becom- 
ing Englifomen. : 
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